
Columbia   Basin   Basketry   Guild  
Sweet   Grass   Gathering   Policy  
for   Bay   Ocean   Peninsula   County   Park 
 
1. Definitions 
 
Sweet   grass:      Schoenoplectus   pungens   [currently   accepted   scientific   name] 

 
Sweet   grass   Gathering:      Up   to   12   guild   members   collecting   a   natural   material   under   the 
sponsorship   of   the   Columbia   Basin   Basketry   Guild   (the   guild)   by   permit   obtained   through   the 
guild.   Non-members   are   not   permitted   to   participate   in   a   guild   gathering   but   may   be   present. 
Children   are   permitted   to   be   present   only   when   their   activities   are   closely   monitored   by   family   to 
ensure   that   the   sweet   grass   is   not   trampled   and   members   are   left   undistracted   to   gather   in 
peace.  
 
Gathering   Coordinator:      Volunteer   member,   with   sweet   grass   gathering   experience   and   who   has 
participated   in   a   guild   sweet   grass   gathering   in   the   past   three   years,   willing   to   take   on 
coordination,   communication   and   teaching   responsibilities   associated   with   the   role,   as   set   out   in 
Paragraph   5,   below.  
 
Gathering   Fee:      $5.00   per   member   per   gathering,   cash   or   check   payable   to   the   CBBG   delivered 
to   gathering   coordinator   or   Gathering   Committee   chair   on   or   before   the   date   of   the   gathering. 
 
2.    Location 
 
Bay   Ocean   Peninsula   County   Park,   Tillamook   County,   Cape   Meares,   Oregon.      While   there   are 
other   sites   where   sweet   grass   grows   in   Oregon,   Bay   Ocean   is   the   only   Oregon   site   for   which 
CBBG   obtains   a   gathering   permit   and   where   the   guild   sponsors   sweet   grass   gatherings. 
 
3.    Permit 
 
Issued   by   Tillamook   County   to   the   CBBG.      Each   year,   in   the   spring,   a   gathering   coordinator,   as 
assigned   by   the   Gathering   Committee   chair,   will   submit   a   permit   request   in   writing   to   the   county. 
The   coordinator   or   the   Gathering   Committee   chair   will   maintain   custody   of   the   original   permit. 
Members   who   gather   at   the   site   who   do   not   carry   a   current   permit   copy   with   their   name   and   the 
gathering   date   noted   on   the   copy   are   not   gathering   with   the   permission   of   the   CBBG   and   risk 
being   cited   and   fined   by   the   County   for   gathering   without   a   permit.      Permit   copies   from   previous 
years   are   not   valid   for   the   current   year.      A   permit   copy   issued   for   one   member   is   not   valid   for 
any   other   member.      The   guild   does   not   approve   the   altering   of   a   permit   copy   in   any   way.  
 
 
 



4. Dates 
 
Best   gathering   dates   are   generally   between   mid-   July   to   mid-August. 
 
5. Gatherings 
  
A   gathering   coordinator   has   the   discretion   to   select   the   date   and   time   of   a   gathering   based   on   a 
review   of   the   calendar   and   research   into   the   tides.  
 
A   member   who   wants   to   gather   but   is   unable   to   participate   on   the   first   date   set   may   form   an 
additional   gathering   group.   However,   to   do   so   the   member   MUST   serve   as   or   identify   a 
gathering   coordinator   who   agrees   to   take   on   the   gathering   coordinator   responsibilities   as   detailed 
in   this   paragraph. 
 
The   Gathering   Committee   chair   will   facilitate   scheduling,   as   needed,   when   more   than   one 
coordinator   volunteers   to   lead   a   group   gathering. 
 
A   gathering   coordinator   must   notify   the   newsletter   chair   in   time   to   inform   members   of   a 
scheduled   gathering. 

 
A   coordinator   then   will   create   a   list   of   the   members   who   express   interest   in   the   gathering  
 
Within   two   weeks   of   the   gathering,   the   gathering   coordinator   will   notify   all   participants   of   the   time 
and   location,   with   directions   to   the   gathering   meeting   place. 

 
At   the   time   of   the   gathering,   the   coordinator   collects   the   gathering   fee   from   each   participant   and 
provides   to   each   a   dated   copy   of   the   permit   with   the   participant’s   name.      The   permit   copy   is 
good   only   for   the   named   member   on   that   date.      After   the   gathering,   the   coordinator   will   promptly 
remit   the   total   fees   collected   to   the   guild   treasurer. 

 
A   gathering   coordinator,   with   the   help   of   any   other   experienced   member   present,   teaches   new 
gatherers   how   to   gather.   Teaching   may   be   by   example   and   with   the   use   of   written   handouts.  
 
The   guidelines   are: 
 

● Gather   from   clumps   as   far   upland   as   possible,   or   from   the   upland   side   of   the   clump 
rather   than   the   waterside   to   avoid   miring; 

● Avoid   trampling   -   Gather   from   the   clump   edges   rather   than   from   the   middle.      If   you   want 
a   piece   from   the   middle,   reach   into   the   clump   to   gather   rather   than   stepping   on   or   into   the 
clump; 

● Pull   every   piece   from   near   the   ground; 
● Pull   only   those   with   a   flower   on   the   top; 
● Replant   any   roots   that   may   be   accidently   pulled; 



● Don’t   pull   only   from   one   spot   or   within   one   clump;   pull   randomly   from   within   a   clump   and 
move   around; 

● Best   practice:   do   not   cut   the   grass; 
 
Limits   on   gathering 
:  

● The   resource   is   finite.   The   amount   of   sweet   grass   each   individual   may   gather   depends 
upon   the   number   of   members   present   at   the   gathering,   the   condition   of   the   sweet   grass, 
and   whether   other   gatherings   are   scheduled   in   the   same   year.         A   general   guide   is   that   a 
gatherer   should   take   no   more   than   needed   for   his   or   her   own   basket   making   needs   or   no 
more   than   a   bundle   that   is   about   5”   in   diameter. If   the   coordinator   determines   that   the 
sweet   grass   supply   at   the   site   is   being   depleted   or   the   conditions   are   such   that   too   many 
are   being   pulled   out   with   the   roots,   the   coordinator   has   the   discretion   to   stop   the 
gathering   at   any   time.  

● Maximum   number   of   gatherers   at   any   one   time:      10-12.   The   coordinator   may   limit   the 
group   to   10   based   on   the   mix   of   experienced   and   novice   gatherers. 

 
6. Reporting 
 
Each   gathering   coordinator   will   report   the   total   number   of   gatherers   to   the   Gathering   Committee 
chair.      The   Gathering   Committee   chair   will   report   the   yearly   total   to   the   board   at   the   end   of   the 
gathering   year.  
 


